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Subject: Views 


pa tJie Current Crisis 


Die attached represents the most coherent account that I have yet 
seen of the Governments position and of the analysis and reasoning which 
underly it* It raises two major questions: 

• 1 » j ftafr vyflfl fog Blqh Xuyej). do, If attached within the cltv for 
Government force ? ? The French tell us that the Binh Xuyen would commit 
sabotage in the city, withdraw and conduct effective guerrilla opera¬ 
tions, and perhaps provoke civil war. But this estimate must be viewed 
in the light of the extreme French reluctance to see an outbreak of fight- 
ing which would, in addition to its implications for the Vietnamese govern¬ 
ment, also y isk loss of French lives, damage to French property, and the 
involvement of French troops with all the political problems that such 
involvement would entail, These latter-considerations are of much less 
weight in Vietnamese nationalist circles. 


Kfy .ovn_ppinicM is that Government attack on Binh Xuyen position? you 
probably provoke a fair amount of sabotage and terrorism but a pitched 
battle of any size within the city is unlikely. The Binh. Xuyen forces 
tould withdraw and would retain for some time; considerab^^^^^^^y to 
harass communications in the region around Barla. 
would create as much of a problem for the French as fohtheKational 
Government, I believe, however, that political consideratipns would keep 
the french from taking ^s^Mf^necL&ggressive action against the Binh 
***•? J* tt ® ecal^xMvil war would follow the 

gcpulsion of the Binh.Xuyen from Saigon JOholonL 
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_Bul does J)ieg find it so hard to get and keen cob 


ear of sect reprisals is a major factor* Such fear is no 
oubt important| but Dies 1 s difficulties in this respect started before the 
fqnnatiob of the Unified Fronts ..and ve have much testimony as to the great 
difficulty of working with him* I do think it probable that at this stage 
new men will not join the ®iem governmant until a solution of the Binh 
luyen crisis has been reached, or is at least claartv in rfit. 
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